380             CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART
A  COUNCIL  DECIDES  TO  ATTACK  EGYPT
So finally it was decided
They would take Templars four or five.
Who would at some accord arrive
With as many Hospitallers and
As many Syrians of the land
And as many lords of France. No doubt
A score of them were chosen out.23
Trusting their loyalty, they then
Would do whatever these gentlemen                                    10,220
Decided was the wisest thing.
These men said, after counseling.
That, taking Babylon, they would
Do most for the whole country's good.
And when the Frenchmen heard this, they
Broke faith, refusing to obey,
Saying 'twas their intent to fare
To the siege, nor would they go elsewhere.
When the king learned of this discord,
Which was not ended by the Lord,                                      10,230
And that 'twas through the men of France,
He said that in this circumstance
Had the French but believed him they
Had gone to Babylon straightway.
"There lies my fleet at Acre moored:
I had prepared to take aboard
All their provisions and supplies,
Their harness, and their panoplies,
Their biscuit and their flour. The host
Would then have marched along the coast.                           10,240
Seven hundred knights I would have led,
In God's name, and myself have paid
Them, and two thousand sergeants, too,
Would have been with my retinue.
23 Beha ed Din (p. 352) says that they elected three hundred men who chose twelve,
who chose three, who made the decision.